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 - A Christmas Message from Fr. Brian  -  
 
 
This year we find ourselves in an interesting situation with how the calendar plays out, with Christmas 

being on Saturday. The first Sunday following Christmas is always celebrated as the Feast of the Holy 

Family which means that the following day after Christmas this year falls on Boxing Day. And with 

our parish office being closed between Christmas and New Year’s, this message will also be given for 

Epiphany Sunday on the 2nd.  

 

While the Church remains open to the public for this Christmas and all of the important liturgies in 

this season, unlike last year, we are still certainly affected by the pandemic. As we struggle to deal 

with the new restrictions in many areas of our life, the ongoing effects of the pandemic, and the many 

divisions and suffering faced by the whole human family, let us pray that the Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary, and Joseph may indeed guide all of our families in the ways of holiness and protect us in  

difficulty.  

 

Sometimes I think the most common of prayers can be especially precious to us. As I think of the 

coming days and near future, the phrase that is prayed after the “Our Father” in the Mass  finds new 

value for me, even as I pray it everyday:  

 

“Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from 

every evil, graciously grant peace in 

our days, that, by the help of your 

mercy, we may be always from sin 

and safe from all distress, as we await 

the blessed hope and the coming of 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ.”  

 

The gift of Christ, the Incarnation of God in 

our humanity, offers us the gift of presence, 

even as we are aware of our desire for a  

deliverance from things, from sin and death, 

but also for a deliverance to something, to 

God and his plan for a new creation and  

divine life. This is all part of our reflections 

as we enjoy the celebration of Christmas and 

the days of the octave that follow it. 
 

To conclude, I would like to share a poem 

with you that I recently came across for 

Christmas. This poem was written by Saint 

Robert Southwell, a Jesuit and English martyr 

who had ministered to Catholics in a time and 

place when persecution was prevalent. 

Hunted for “crimes of treason”, he was  

tortured, questioned, and sentenced. After 

praying for the salvation of the Queen and his 

country, he was hanged, drawn, and quartered 

for his fidelity to the Holy See and his  

commitment to administer the sacraments  



according to the rite of the Catholic Church to those who desired them. His story is rather interesting, so you 

may wish to learn more about his life, but even if his story doesn’t interest you, he also wrote many other works 

of poetry that you may enjoy, including another Christmas poem called, “The Burning Babe”.  

 

Just as the Christ Child brought St. Robert all consolation in adversity, may our faith, hope, and love be                                        

increased at all times. 

 

God love you. 

Fr. Brian Trueman   

 

A Child My Choice  
by St. Robert Southwell 

 
Let folly praise that fancy loves, I praise and love that Child 

Whose heart no thought, whose tongue no word, whose hand no deed defiled. 
 

I praise Him most, I love Him best, all praise and love is His; 
While Him I love, in Him I live, and cannot live amiss. 

 
Love's sweetest mark, laud's highest theme, man's most desired light, 

To love Him life, to leave Him death, to live in Him delight. 
 

He mine by gift, I His by debt, thus each to other due; 
First friend He was, best friend He is, all times will try Him true. 

 
Though young, yet wise; though small, yet strong; though man, yet God He is: 

As wise, He knows; as strong, He can; as God, He loves to bless. 
 

His knowledge rules, His strength defends, His love doth cherish all; 
His birth our joy, His life our light, His death our end of thrall. 

 
Alas! He weeps, He sighs, He pants, yet do His angels sing; 

Out of His tears, His sighs and throbs, doth bud a joyful spring. 
 

Almighty Babe, whose tender arms can force all foes to fly, 
Correct my faults, protect my life, direct me when I die! 



Mass Intentions for  December 24 , 2021 - January 9, 2022 

Christmas Eve,  Dec. 24 
Nativity of the Lord  

4:00 pm  Needs and Intentions of all parishioners from Fr. Brian Trueman 

7:30 pm  Special Intention 

10:00 pm  Special Intention from Grace Grindean 

Christmas Day, Dec. 25  11:00 am † Olga Kobelka from Ken Kobelka 

1:30 pm  Special Intention 

Sunday, Dec. 26 
 

Holy Family 

9:00 am  Needs and Intentions of all parishioners from Fr. Brian Trueman 

11:00 am † Paule Malo from Adrienne 

Tuesday, Dec. 28 9:30 am † Martha Ciccocioppo (nee Sarmatiuk) & her grieving family                                        
from Christine Wheller & Ken & Gaylene Kramchynski 

Wednesday, Dec. 29 9:30 am † Joan Fraser from Marcel Fraser 

Thursday, Dec 30 9:30 am † Donald Meunier from the Lussier family 

Friday, Dec. 31 
Mary, Mother of God 

4:00 pm † Carol Parashin from Ken Kobelka 

Saturday, Jan. 1 
Mary, Mother of God 
 
Epiphany 

11:00 am  Needs and Intentions of all parishioners from Fr. Brian Trueman 
 

4:00 pm  For José Jorge - for protection & healing - from the family 

Sunday, Jan. 2  
 

Epiphany  

9:00 am  Needs and Intentions of all parishioners from Fr. Brian Trueman 

11:00 am † For the children who died at residential schools from Simon Nnadi & family 

Tuesday, Jan. 4 9:30 am † Jaime Olayan from Rick & Fidelina Pabuaya 

Wednesday, Jan. 5 9:30 am † Ed & Ann Kramchynski and Louis & Lily Bugyik                                                                
from Ken & Gaylene Kramchynski 

Thursday, Jan. 6 9:30 am † Jose S. & Martina Valencia from Teresita Valencia 

Friday, Jan. 7 9:30 am † Therese Olivier from Diane Garroni 

Saturday, Jan. 8 4:00 pm † Deceased members of the Maher & Gregoire families from Madeleine Maher 

9:00 am † Jules Granger from Yvette and family  
Sunday, Jan. 9  

11:00 am  Needs and Intentions of all parishioners from Fr. Brian Trueman 

Parish Office Hours 
 

The office is closed between 
Christmas and New Year’s,  
but we’ll be monitoring urgent 
emails and phone messages. 

 
The office reopens Tuesday,  

January 4 at 9 am.  
 

Blessings for a  
Merry Christmas to all  
our dear parishioners!  

 
Thanks to the wonderful generosity of our 
parishioners who donated turkeys, toys, 
n o n - p e r i s h a b l e  f o o d  i t e m s ,                          
knitted winter wear, time, muscles and 
cash, 21 Christmas Hampers were             
delivered to families in Winnipeg. On                  
behalf of the many 
whose Christmas was a 
little brighter than it 
would otherwise have 
been, thank you and 
God Bless you! 

Baptism of the Lord 



The Exodus begins January 17th, 2022 
From the “Companions in Grief” Team 

  

 
Grief Support Group 

begins in January 
2022 

  

The Parish of St Timothy 

Grief Ministry, will be offering a Grief Support Group 

starting January 25, 2022. This is a 10 week program 

for those grieving the loss of a loved one.  

  

We will gather on Tuesday afternoons in the Parish 

from 1:30 - 3 pm, and use a book by Alan D Wolfelt 

Ph.D., called “Understanding Your Grief” and the  

companion journal. (It is from this book that we post 

many of our grief reflections in this space in the 

bulletin.)  

  

As we gather, a small group of people, sharing our 

grief journey, we will offer and receive support from 

each other. (We require a minimum of  6 - 8 

participants.)  

  

If you are interested and would like more information 

please contact Marilyn Stewart at 204-257-429 or 

Grace Grindean at the Parish Office at 204-949-3760 

or grace@st-timothy.ca. 

 

B i s h o p 

L e G a t t ’ s 

V i d e o  

C h r i s t m a s 

Message – 

“It’s the little 

things that 

c o u n t ” 

Bishop Albert shares his thoughts, wishes and prayers for 

this second Christmas in the midst of the pandemic. Despite 

our fatigue and the differences of opinion that have arisen 

from the possibility of being vaccinated, Bishop  Albert in-

vites us to think about the Incarnation - God who makes 

himself  present by becoming a little child. God is with us.              

Emmanuel brings peace and justice and solidarity among all 

God's children. So this Christmas, let us find ways to be     

present to one  another, whether in person or through Zoom, 

to choose the goodness of the moment and share our joy and 

wonder at this precious child, this King of Kings. The child 

in the manger calls us to generosity. Let us share our love 

and let us all have a Merry Christmas.  

To view the video, click here or go to 

ww.archsaintboniface.ca. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_E-puKqW0_A


Annual Epiphany  
HOME BLESSING with Chalk 

 
 

Fr. Brian will bless chalk on the Feast of the                 
Epiphany so that we may mark and bless our homes 
that day or anytime in the new year!  You can pick 
up the chalk and prayer after any Feast of the                  
Epiphany Mass on January 1 & 2, 2022. After that 
they will be available by the parish office. If you still 
have blessed chalk at home from previous  
years, you may use that chalk and  the prayer                    
suggestion on this page to bless your home. 
  

What is the Home Blessing with Chalk? 
 
Catholics marking their homes with chalk for the 
Epiphany is a tradition that dates back centuries, 
signifying their homes are homes where Christ lives. 
 
With the blessing of the chalk, we are                   
asking the Lord to bless our home, all                   
inhabitants of our home as well as any guests who 
may pass through our door throughout the year. 
 
The chalking of the door is a small way that we can 
proclaim Christ in the world, a sign to all that this 
home is a home for Christ.  It is an outward sign of 
our Christian faith and it may provide us with                           
opportunities to speak to others about Christ and 
His church. As we go in and out daily, let these            
symbols be a  reminder that we belong to Christ.  As 
the Magi welcomed Jesus may we strive to be                  
welcoming to all who visit our home. 

God of heaven and earth,  
You revealed your only-begotten Son  

to every nation by the guidance of a star. 
Bless this house and all who inhabit it. 

Fill us with the light of Christ,  
that our concerns for others  

may reflect your love. 
May all who come to our home this year 
 rejoice to find Christ living among us. 

May we seek and serve,  
in everyone we meet, 

 that same Jesus  
who is your incarnate Word. 

May we be blessed with  
health, goodness of heart, gentleness,  

and abiding in your will. 
We ask this through Christ our Saviour. 

 
Amen.    

Epiphany HOME BLESSING Prayer 
 

Using the blessed chalk, write on the outside of your 
home, above or next to the entrance: 

 

20 + C + M + B + 22 
 

20 and 22 for the year, 

+  represents the cross, 
C, M, B  for the magi  

(Casper, Melchior and Balthasar) 

and also for Christus Mansionem Benedictat 

(Latin for “May Christ Bless this House”) 
 

You are encouraged to invite everyone in your    
household to participate in writing the year and                   
letters. 
 

With this prayer let us invite Jesus to be a guest in  
our home, a listener to each conversation, a guide in 
troubled times and a blessing in times of                 
thanksgiving.  Pray together: 
 

 

May we all be seekers  
and signs of Christ 

 
 
 
 

May God bless you in abundance with peace, 
joy and hope  

in the New Year. 
 

St. Timothy Marriage,  
Family & Life Team  






