
 

A Message from Seminarian Peter Tran 
 
 

 

 
 

THY WILL BE DONE! 
 

 

 

 Today’s gospel (Jn 6:1-15) presents that Jesus does a miracle to feed a large crowd. To                                     

contemplate today’s gospel, I think that everyone will choose a character among many characters such as 

Philip, Peter, Andrew, or the boy who has five barley loaves and two fish. Afterwards, we can place                  

ourselves in the role of the chosen character. Then, we feel the same feelings and observations of the 

chosen character in the gospel passage. Finally, we collect the fruits of the Holy Spirit showed us during 

our contemplation.  

 

 For me, I choose Philip. According to the gospel passage, Jesus recognizes that the people are hun-

gry. Then, Jesus asks Philip, saying, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” (v.5). The 

question seems to ask some places to go shopping, but above that, the question challenges its audience. 

Now, we focus on the feelings of Philip. He is probably confused, and he is wrestling with the question 

of Jesus. Philip might think that I could know where to buy bread for the large crowd, but the problem is 

that we do not have enough money to buy bread for people. Philip answers, “Six months’ wages would 

not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little” (v.7). Hence, buying enough bread for the crowd is 

impossible, so, we better send the people away to find food for themselves. Even though Philip desires to 

feed the people, he knows his limitation and ability to do that great desire. On the other hand, Jesus’ Will 

is to feed the people. As the same feeling of Philip, we could say that wrestling with the will of God                    

happens in everyone’s life. I want to bring an example of Venerable Francis Nguyen Van Thuan. I think 

some of you have known him and his stories. I was fortunate to live in his family house in Hue city for 

two years (2013-2015) when I was studying in Hue’s minor seminary.  

 

 After the Vietnamese war (1975), Francis Nguyen (bishop of Nha Trang diocese) was kidnapped 

on the solemnity of the Assumption in 1975. He was put to jail without ever being tried or sentenced. At 

the first several days in jail, he kept asking God a lot of questions: “Why, why and why, I am young, I 

am well educated, I will do many projects, plans to help people, and many people out there need me. But, 

why I’m here, in jail. How many years I will be in jail?” He heard God saying to him: “Do you choose 

me or choose my work?” Francis answered: “I choose you,” and from that time, he was happy in every 

moment of his life. He said that his cathedral was the jail, the prisoners were his parishioners, and his 

palm was his chalice, the ciborium was an empty cigarette box. Accordingly, he put two drops of wine, 

and a drop of water to celebrate mass. He put the consecrated hosts in the cigarette box and handed it 

over to the prisoners. Obviously, Francis became a witness of hope and joy for many people. Thirteen 

years later, on November 21, 1988, Feast of the Presentation of Our Lady, he was released. Moreover, 

the government did not allow him to do any pastoral work. In 1991, Francis was allowed to travel to 

Rome but was not allowed to return to his home country. He was called to be a Cardinal by Pope John 

Paul II on February 21st, 2001. God called Francis Nguyen home on September 16, 2002 in Rome. (To 

read more details, you can click this link: http://www.card-fxthuan.org/about-cardinal/bio-english.php) 
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Now, we come back to Philip’s feelings. Philip surely had his own plans for his life and his family.    

When Jesus called him, he left everything to follow Jesus. He accepted to sacrifice his own plans, and                           

he allowed Jesus to give him His plans. In this specific miracle of feeding a large crowd, Philip trusts in 

Jesus, and he follows what Jesus commands, to “Make people sit down” (v.10). Philip and other apostles 

make people sit down. Afterwards, they distribute all bread to the people. All people including Philip are 

so happy for that. We can say that doing the Will of God is the perfect plan to do.  

 

 

 In fact, everyone has his/her plans, and everyone feels safe and comfortable to do one’s own plans. 

On the other hand, sometimes, we experience that God wants us to follow his plans. Hence, we are often 

invited to go out of our comfort zone, or our safe place. Philip allows God to reshape his own plans, and 

he follows Jesus’ plans for him. Francis Nguyen had his own plans to shepherd his diocese, but God 

wanted him to accept God’s plans for him. It is not always easy to sacrifice our own plans to accept 

God’s plans for us. Thus, it is normal that everyone will ask God a lot of questions: “Why?” If we trust in 

God and we try to do God’s will, then the miracle will happen. Every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we 

are reminded that, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” We choose God, and he gives us his 

works to do. We put God first in everything we do. Hence, we will be happy in every moment in life. 

St. Philip the Apostle, pray for us! 
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